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Madison, Wisconsin – Stephen P. Sinnott, Acting United States Attorney for the 

Western District of Wisconsin, announced the arrest of James Cordes, DOB: 1/23/55, of 

Marshfield, Wisconsin. Cordes was arrested in Marshfield by the Marshfield Police 

Department on Wednesday, June 22, 2005, based on a warrant issued in the Western 

District of Wisconsin. Cordes appeared in United States District Court in Madison 

yesterday, June 23, 2005, for an initial appearance. 

On June 22, 2005, Cordes was charged in a sealed indictment with conspiring to 

possess and distribute cocaine, and two counts of possessing cocaine with the intent to 

distribute in the Western District of Wisconsin. 

In related cases, Robert J. Smith, DOB: 12-13-72, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was 

sentenced on November 22, 2004, by Chief Judge Barbara B. Crabb to 188 months in 

federal prison for conspiracy to possess with the intent to distribute cocaine. 

Christopher Richter, D.O.B. 08/24/74, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, pleaded guilty on June 

20, 2005, to conspiracy to possess with the intent to distribute cocaine and is scheduled 

to be sentenced by Chief Judge Barbara B. Crabb on August 12, 2005. Richter’s co

defendant, Robert D. Burgess, D.O.B. 5/24/74, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is scheduled 



for trial on August 8, 2005, on charges of conspiracy to distribute cocaine and four 

counts of possessing cocaine with the intent to distribute. 

If convicted, James Cordes faces a mandatory minimum penalty of five years and 

a maximum penalty of forty years in prison on the conspiracy charge, and twenty years 

in prison on each of the additional charges of possession with the intent to distribute. 

Acting United States Attorney Stephen P. Sinnott stated that the indictment of 

James Cordes was the result of a cooperative investigative effort between the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s Department and the North Central Drug Task Force.

 Prosecution of the case has been assigned to Assistant United States Attorney 

Peter M. Jarosz. 

You are advised that a charge is merely an accusation and that a defendant is 

presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty. 
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